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Coming Soon!  

Youth Happenings  
  

Positive Opportunities    

for New London Youth  

Community  Festival  

¶ Saturday June 5th  

¶ 11-3pm 

¶ Wil l iams Park, 
Broad Street, NL 

¶ Food, Fun & Games 

 
Steve Songs Childrenõs 

Concert 

¶ Thursday June 10th 

¶ 5:30-7:00pm 

¶ Harbor Elementary 
Schl. 

¶ Montauk Ave., NL  

Youth Affairs is now on Facebook:  http://

www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/New

-London-Youth-Affairs/281624447692?

ref=ts  

Please join us as a fan and receive regular 

postings, as we further develop this site. 

Youth Affairs has compiled and completed 

the 2010 summer calendar of youth activities, 

highlighting opportunities provided by area 

organizations. You can access the calendar at 

http://www.newlondonclicks.org 

/2010SummerYPrograms.pdf 
Feel free to help us make this available to 

New London families. On behalf of those we 

serve, Youth Affairs was happy to be 

awarded a grant from the Chelsea Groton 

Foundation, supporting workforce develop-

ment for New London teens. Also this month, 

Youth Affairs received funding from the 

James P. and Mary E. Shea Perpetual Trust. 

This contribution will support various 

Whaleôs Tales childrenôs book bank literacy 

programs.  
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Play Troupe  

 EARLY CHILDHOOD & FAMILY by Tina Salcedo 

This May, Jugando Para Aprender visited the Mystic Aquarium and The Denison Pequotsepos 

Nature Center for the first time. At the Aquarium, our families saw different sea creatures and 

witnessed a sea lion show, where they were given the opportunity to interact with the sea lions 

by applause. It was fascinating to see our children so excited about all the different animals. 

Some of their favorites were the baby shark and the sea star, which families and children got to 

touch.  We then ventured out on a field trip to the Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center. Families 

were able to explore the  Nature  Center,  as well as get close enough to touch some of the 

frogs, snakes and other creatures of the  Nature Center. We also explored the Center's many na-

ture trails and strolled around the pond, seeing turtles and frogs. We ended our trip with lunch 

outside at the picnic tables. I would like to give a special thanks to Raisa Negron from Building 

Blocks for sharing the wonderful book Sentimientos with us. This book is about feelings and 

emotions; our young ones had a lot of fun with this book. To close, I sadly have to say that our 

Spanish speaking Playgroup ñJugando Para Aprenderò has come to an end for this school year. 

I would like to thank every family and every child that week after week attended this program. 

New London Youth Affairs will keep everyone posted on our next Spanish Playgroup. 

Grupo Jugando Para Aprender  

We had a very special guest this month.  Peg Donovon from CT Story-

telling Center joined us,  along with our friends from TVCCA Home-

based Head Start on Redden Avenue. She brought along Dear Zoo: A 

Lift -the-Flap Book  by Rod Campbell, which we all read together. Of 

course Buster her dog came along and was up to his usual mischief. Peg 

also brought an egg she found that had a baby dinosaur in it. We ven-

tured out on a field trip to ABC Gymnastics in Niantic. The kids had a 

blast playing on the indoor playground, moon bounce and inflatable 

slide,  as well as going on the big kid trampoline, foam pit and gymnas-

tics floor. They were able to go through a climbing and tumbling obsta-

cle course. I think some of the kids also enjoyed the bus ride as much as 

the gymnastics place. We also went on a field trip to the Mystic Aquarium . Families were able 

to explore the aquarium inside and out, touch some sea creatures in the touch tank, watch a sea 

lion show and had a yummy lunch from the Aquarium as well. It was a great family fun trip! 

We then ventured out on a field trip to the Dennison Pequotse-

pos Nature Center. Families were able to explore the nature 

center, get up close and touch some of the frogs, snakes and 

other creatures of the nature center. We also explored the cen-

ter's many nature trails and strolled around the pond and saw 

turtles and frogs. We ended our trip with lunch outside at the 

picnic tables. The Children's Museum of SECT joined us at 

Toby May playground and taught us about insect body parts. 

We dressed up as bugs, and went searching for our own insects 

to look at.  



Whaleðs Tales Book Bank 

 

 EARLY CHILDHOOD & FAMILY, contôd by Tina Salcedo   

Family Center  
We ended our Spring session of Creative Dance with L'Ana. The children had fun growing 

their gardens and riding the bus to dance class. New families in our  spring group received a 

CD with L'Ana's music,  along with scarves and ribbons to continue their creative dancing at 

home. All families also received tickets to attend the upcoming performance of Charlotte's 

Web at the Garde Arts Center on June 1st. Mallory finished up her 2's, 3's , 4's Games 

and  More series,  this month as well. The children really enjoyed playing and singing the old 

fashioned traditional children's games. It shows that we don't need all the latest toys and tech-

nology to provide enrichment and education to our young children;  they enjoy just playing 

and being together! We hope to have both Mallory and L'Ana back again in the  fall for more 

programs. Kim Shepardson Watson finished up our Target Parent Workshop series this month 

with a workshop on challenging behaviors. She addressed hitting and techniques to stop that 

behavior. Kim has been a wonderful resource for our families and we hope to continue this 

partnership in the future. Our sensory play group has started up again with Krista.   
   

Our book bank is overflowing with new donations from the month of May. We received over 

2,000 books!  Thank you Kathy Harrington, Cynthia Johnson and New London Public Ser-

vices Union Local #1378 for all the donations of books for the Whale's Tales program for 

New London children. They collected over 800 books.  The Union collected books through-

out the  City's municipal buildings,  spoke on Jason Catala's cable TV access show, and ended 

the book drive with a public collection drive at New London Fire Department Headquarters at 

289 Bank Street on Saturday, May 15th . We also received a large donation of books from the 

Front Porch Foundation, who will be closing its doors this month.  We have had many individ-

ual donations as well from people in the community.  We continued to deliver books to the 

New London Public Schools and Regional Multicultural Magnet School this month. Teachers 

from Winthrop  School visited the book bank to collect books for summer reading. We pro-

vided books for the Regional Multicultural Magnet School incoming kindergarten students at 

their orientation evening. We gave out over 1,500 books this month throughout the New Lon-

don community. 



RAD  

 SCHOOL AGE by Blythe Henry 

This month our crocheting group has been work on a variety of projects.  The more 
advanced youth have been working on making prayer shawls; we hope to have them 
finished by next fall. They have been working on other great creations, from free form 
items to more traditional ones. Our group is full of wonderful ideas of future projects 
and trips; we hope to accomplish them all. Cooking classes have been an amazing 
time, with food from Spanish countries and Germany. We made many traditional 
dishes. In our Spanish class we enjoyed food from many different countries. There 
was paella from Spain, fried plantains from Dominican Republic, and guacamole from 
Mexico. We had many other great dishes to enjoy. In our German class we learned 
how to take canned sauerkraut and make it the most delicious dish. There was German 
potato salad, schnitzel and other items. Both eveningôs families came to have dinner 
that the youth had created. Having family dinner together is always the best part of 
our night. Our chess players have improved their skills and are working toward having 
small tournaments within the group.  Slot cars are moving along at a fast pace to the 
finish line. Each week we have a different winner. So far this year Nick Muscarella, 
Samantha Henry, Noah James, and Isaiah Campbell have come in first place. Good 
Job! Keep your eyes open for future programs. 


